PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Appl. No. 

Applicant(s): 

Filed: 

TC/A.U. 

Examiner: 

Title: 

Docket No.: 
Customer No. 



TEA 

OSWALD, Monika et al. 
Concurrent Herewith 
TEA 
TEA 

Glass Prepared from Pyrogenically Prepared Silicon Dioxide 

032301.1921 
25461 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Confirmation No.: TEA 



Mail Stop PATENT APPLICATION 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 1 .56, Applicants are enclosing an Information 
Disclosure Statement by Applicant (Form PTO/SB/08a) and copies of the foreign documents cited 
therein. The relevance of the cited documents is indicated in the patent specification being submitted 
herewith and in the parent application, U.S. Patent Application No. 09/931,161 filed August 17, 2001. 

It is respectfully requested that the cited documents be considered by the Examiner in the above- 
identified patent application and that the cited documents be made officially of record therein. It is 
further requested that a listing of the same appear on the face of any patent which may issue from this 
application. 

A first Official Action has not yet issued for this application. Therefore, it is believed that no fees 
are due under 37 C.F.R. Section 1 .97(b)(3). 

Respectfully submitted, 




By: Robert G. Weilacher, Reg. No. 20,531 



Dated: December 8, 2003 

SMITH, GAMBRELL & RUSSELL, LLP 

Suite 3100, Promenade II 

1230 Peachtree Street, N.E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 30309-3592 

Ph: (404) 815-3593 

Fax: (404) 685-6893 



LIT/842233.1 



Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995, no persons 



PTO/SB/08a (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



r 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



\^ Sheet ]~T 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



To Be Assigned 



Concurrent Herewith 



OSWALD, Monika et al. 



To Be Assigned 



To Be Assigned 



032301.1921 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




Examiner 
Initials * 


Cite 

NO. 


nnn imonl Mtimhpr 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number - Kind Code 2 (if known) 






US- 4,248,600 


02-03-1981 


ALMAGRO 








US- 4,274,883 


06-23-1981 


LUMBECK ET AL. 








US- 4,681,615 


07-21-1987 


TOKI ETAL 








US- 4,801,318 


m ^1 1QRQ 
U I -«5 I - lyoa 


TOKI FT AL 








US- 5,021,378 


06-04-1991 


DELLER ETAL. 








US- 5,116,535 


05-26-1992 


COCHRANE 








US- 5,207,814 


05-04-1993 


COGLIATI ETAL. 








US- 5,472,493 


12-05-1995 


REGAN 








US- 5,776,240 


07-07-1998 


DELLER ETAL. 








US- 5,827,363 


10-27-1998 


DARSILLO ETAL 








US- 6,063,354 


05-16-2000 


MANGOLD ETAL 








US- 6,207,610 


03-27-2001 


KRAUSE ETAL 








US- 6,193,795 


02-27-2001 


NARGIELLO ETAL. 








US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 




Country Code 3 - Number 4 - Kind Code 5 {if known) 






EP0 586 013A2 


03-09-1994 


ENICHEM SPA 










EP 0 855 368 A1 


07-29-1998 


DEGUSSA AG 










EP 0 705 797 A2 


04-10-1996 


ENICHEM SPA 










EP0 131 057 A1 


01-16-1985 


SUWA SEIKOSHA 
CO LTD 










CA 2,227.709 


07-23-1998 


DEGUSSA AG 































































Examiner j 


Date 


i 


Signature 


Considered 





considered 
USPTO Patent 



rc; inmai u reierence cunsiuereu, wncmct ui nui wwmwm ia m wimwihibhw .... — ■ - a- — • -- . 

Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). See Kinds Codes of 
rtent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. „ ^. . t „ , , . 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box. 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



